
Political Figures Talk of S
eparation,

Religious Freedom, and Religion Itself
T

he U
nited States presidential election

em
its a pandem

onium
 of tub-thum

ping
for the Lord. Positive A

theism
 M

agazin
e

responds by offering som
e gem

s from
 our

online collection of quotations, a
ffection-

ately know
n as Positive A

theism
’s B

ig
List of Q

u
otes.

W
e do this to show

 that m
any political

figures throughout our history have had
a sense of fairness and an understanding
of the U

nited States C
onstitution. Since

this is an election, w
e deliberately om

it
the Judicial B

ranch and concentrate on
those w

ho engage in electioneering.

Sources are given only if the prim
ary

source is know
n to us. B

eing now
 a legiti-

m
ate collection of quotations in our ow

n
right, w

e cite PA
M

’s B
ig List of Q

u
otes if

the only source w
e have is a collection of

quotations or som
e other secondary w

rit-
ing. T

his is done in the interest of space.
W

e include no quotations here for w
hich

at least a secondary source is unknow
n to

us. A
ll know

n secondary sources, includ-
ing collections and other w

ritings, are
provided in detail on our w

eb page.

R
evo

lu
tio

n
ary H

ero
es

T
h

om
as Pain

e (U
.S., Fran

ce)
“H

e w
ho w

ou
ld m

ake h
is ow

n
 liberty

secu
re, m

ust gu
ard even

 h
is enem

y from
oppression

.” –– PA
M

’s B
ig List of Q

uotes
“W

h
en

 an
 objection

 can
n

ot be m
ade

form
idable, th

ere is som
e policy in

 try-
in

g to m
ake it frightfu

l; and
 to substitute

the yell an
d the w

ar-w
hoop, in

 the place
of reason

, argu
m

en
t an

d good order.”
–– ibid

“It is alw
ays to be taken

 for gran
ted,

th
at th

ose w
h

o oppose an
 equ

ality of
righ

ts n
ever m

ean
 th

e exclu
sion

 sh
ou

ld
take place on

 th
em

selves.” –– ibid
“Toleration

 is n
ot th

e opp
osite of

in
toleration

, bu
t is th

e cou
n

terfeit of it.
B

oth
 are despotism

s. T
h

e on
e assu

m
es

to itself th
e right of w

ith
h

oldin
g liberty

of con
scien

ce, an
d

 the oth
er of gran

tin
g

it.” –– T
he R

ights of M
an, 


“Persecution

 is not an
 original feature

in
 any religion

; bu
t it is alw

ays th
e

stron
gly m

arked featu
re of all religion

s
establish

ed by law
. Take aw

ay th
e law

-
establish

m
en

t, an
d every religion

 re-
assu

m
es its origin

al ben
ign

ity.” –– ibid
“T

h
e adu

lterou
s con

n
ection

 of
chu

rch
 an

d state.” –– ibid
“T

h
e su

blim
e an

d th
e ridicu

lou
s are

often
 so n

early related, th
at it is diffi

cu
lt

to class th
em

 separately. O
n

e step above
th

e su
blim

e m
akes th

e ridicu
lou

s, an
d

on
e step above th

e ridicu
lou

s m
akes

th
e su

blim
e again

.” –– T
he A

ge of R
eason

“T
he m

ost detestable w
ickedn

ess, the
m

ost h
orrid cru

elties, an
d th

e greatest
m

iseries th
at h

ave affl
icted th

e hu
m

an
race h

ave h
ad th

eir origin
 in

 th
is th

in
g

called revelation
, or revealed religion

.”
–– ibid

B
en

jam
in

 Fran
klin

“W
hen

 a religion
 is good, I con

ceive it
w

ill su
pp

ort itself; an
d w

hen
 it does n

ot
su

pport itself, an
d G

od does n
ot take

care to su
pport it so th

at its professors
are obliged to call for h

elp of th
e civil

p
ow

er, ’tis a sign
, I apprehen

d, of its
bein

g a bad on
e.” –– letter to R

ich
ard

P
rice, O

ctober 
, 

“If w
e look back in

to h
istory for th

e
ch

aracter of th
e presen

t sects in
 C

hris-
tian

ity, w
e sh

all fi
n

d few
 th

at h
ave not in

their tu
rn

s been
 persecutors, an

d com
-

plain
ers of persecution

. T
h

e prim
itive

C
hristian

s thou
ght persecution

 extrem
e-

ly w
ron

g in
 the pagan

s, bu
t practiced

 it
on

 on
e an

oth
er. T

h
e fi

rst P
rotestan

ts of
the C

hu
rch

 of E
n

glan
d blam

ed persecu-
tion

 in
 th

e R
om

ish
 C

h
u

rch
, bu

t prac-
ticed

 it u
pon

 the P
u

ritan
s. T

h
ese fou

n
d

it w
ron

g in
 the bishop

s, bu
t fell in

to the
sam

e practice th
em

selves both
 h

ere an
d

in
 N

ew
 E

n
glan

d.” –– E
ssay on Toleration

“T
he w

ay to see by faith is to shu
t the

eye of reason
.” –– Poor R

ichard’s A
lm

a-
nack, 

“M
any a lon

g dispu
te am

on
g divin

es
m

ay be th
u

s abridged: It is so; It is n
ot

so. It is so; it is n
ot so.” –– ibid, 


“R

evelation
 h

ad in
deed n

o w
eigh

t
w

ith
 m

e.” –– A
utobiography

E
th

an
 A

llen
“In

 th
ose parts of th

e w
orld w

here
learn

in
g an

d scien
ce h

as prevailed,
m

iracles h
ave ceased; bu

t in
 th

ose parts
of it as are barbarou

s an
d

 ignorant, m
ir-

acles are still in
 vogu

e.” –– R
eason, the

O
nly O

racle of M
an, 

“T
h

ere is n
ot any th

in
g, w

h
ich

 h
as

con
tribu

ted so m
u

ch to delu
de m

an
-

kin
d in

 religiou
s m

atters, as m
istaken

apprehen
sion

 con
cern

in
g su

pern
atu

ral
in

spiration
 of revelation

.” –– ibid
“I h

ave gen
erally been

 den
om

in
ated

a D
eist, the reality of w

h
ich

 I h
ave never

dispu
ted, bein

g con
sciou

s th
at I am

 n
o

C
hristian

, except m
ere in

fan
t baptism

m
akes m

e on
e; an

d as to bein
g a D

eist,
I kn

ow
 n

ot, strictly speakin
g, w

h
eth

er I
am

 on
e or n

ot.” –– ibid

Sam
u

el A
dam

s
“In

 regard
 to religion

, m
u

tu
al tolera-

tion
 in

 the diff
eren

t profession
s thereof

is w
h

at all good an
d

 can
did m

in
ds in

 all
ages h

ave ever practiced, an
d both

 by
precep

t an
d exam

ple in
cu

lcated on
m

an
kin

d.” –– T
he R

ights of the C
olonists

U
n

ited
 States P

resid
en

ts
G

eorge W
ashin

gton
, 

-


“W
e h

ave abu
n

dan
t reason

 to rejoice
th

at in
 th

is L
an

d th
e ligh

t of tru
th

 an
d

reason
 h

as triu
m

phed over the p
ow

er of
bigotry an

d su
p

erstition
... In

 th
is en

-
ligh

ten
ed A

ge an
d in

 th
is Lan

d of equ
al

liberty it is ou
r boast, th

at a m
an’s relig-

iou
s ten

ets w
ill not forfeit the protection

“the adulterous connection
of church and state”

—
 T

homas Paine

“the way to see by faith is
to shut the eye of reason”

—
 B

enjamin Franklin

“where...science has pre-
vailed, miracles have ceased”

—
 Ethan A

llen

A
ugust, 2

0
0

0
S

pecial to P
ositive A

th
eism

 M
ag

azin
e

P
age 1–P

E
dw

ard M
. K

en
n

edy (U
.S.)

“People of faith
 shou

ld not invoke the
p

ow
er of the state to decide w

hat every-
on

e can
 believe or th

in
k or read

 or do.
In

 su
ch

 cases, like abortion
 or prayer or

prohibition
 or sexual iden

tity, the prop
er

role of religion
 is to app

eal to th
e free

con
science of each

 p
erson

, n
ot the coer-

cive ru
le of secu

lar law
.” –– address, Jerry

Falw
ell’s Liberty U

n
iversity, Lyn

ch
bu

rg,
V

irgin
ia, O

ctober , 


“I believe...religiou
s w

itn
ess sh

ou
ld

not m
obilize pu

blic authority to im
pose

a view
 w

here a decision
 is in

h
eren

tly
private in

 n
atu

re or w
h

ere p
eople are

deeply divided about w
heth

er it is.” ––
address, N

ation
al R

eligiou
s B

roadcast-
ers, Febru

ary , 


T
hom

as M
acau

lay (G
reat B

ritain
)

“To pu
n

ish
 a m

an
 becau

se h
e h

as
com

m
itted a crim

e, or becau
se h

e is
believed, th

ou
gh

 u
n

ju
stly, to h

ave com
-

m
itted a crim

e, is n
ot persecution

. To
pu

n
ish a m

an, becau
se w

e in
fer from

 the
n

atu
re of som

e doctrin
e w

h
ich

 he hold
s,

or from
 th

e con
du

ct of oth
er person

s
w

h
o h

old th
e sam

e doctrin
es w

ith
 h

im
,

th
at h

e w
ill com

m
it a crim

e, is p
ersecu

-
tion

, an
d is, in

 every case, foolish
 an

d
w

icked.” –– “H
allam

’s C
on

stitu
tion

al H
is-

tory,” in
 E

dinburgh R
eview

, Sept. 
“T

he P
u

ritan
 hated bear-baitin

g, n
ot

becau
se it gave pain

 to th
e bear, bu

t be-
cau

se it gave pleasu
re to th

e sp
ectators.”

–– H
istory of England, , vol. , ch

ap. 

C
harles B

radlau
gh (E

n
glan

d)
“W

ith
out free speech no search

 for
tru

th
 is p

ossible...no discovery of tru
th

is u
seful... B

etter a thou
sand-fold abu

se
of free speech

 than
 den

ial of free speech.
T

h
e abu

se dies in
 a day bu

t den
ial stays

th
e life of th

e people an
d en

tom
bs th

e
race.” —

 PA
M

’s B
ig List of Q

uotes

E
dm

u
n

d B
urke (E

n
glan

d)
“R

eligiou
s persecution

 m
ay sh

ield
itself u

n
der th

e gu
ise of a m

istaken
 an

d
overzealou

s piety.” ––  Febru
ary 

A
lexis de Tocqu

eville (Fran
ce)

“You
 n

eed
 not valu

e it you
rself if you

do n
ot w

ish
 to; but you

 ou
ght to allow

 it
to u

s w
ho do valu

e it.” (N
e m

e dem
andez

pas d’analyser ce goût sublim
e, il faut

l’éprouver.) –– A
ncien R

égim
e, III. iii

Po
litical A

ctiv
ists

M
atilda Joslyn

 G
age

“T
h

e carefu
l stu

den
t of h

istory w
ill

discover th
at C

hristian
ity h

as been
 of

very little valu
e in

 advan
cin

g civiliza-
tion

, bu
t h

as don
e a great deal tow

ard
retardin

g it.” –– W
om

an, C
hurch and

State, 

H
elen

 H
. G

arden
er

“It is th
ou

gh
t stran

ge an
d particu

-
larly sh

ockin
g by som

e person
s for a

w
om

an
 to question

 the absolute correct-
n

ess of th
e B

ible. Sh
e is su

pposed to be
able to go th

rou
gh

 th
is w

orld w
ith

 h
er

eyes shu
t, an

d h
er m

ou
th

 op
en

 w
ide

en
ou

gh
 to sw

allow
 Jon

ah
 an

d th
e G

ar-
den

 of E
den

 w
ith

out m
akin

g a w
ry

face.... O
f all h

u
m

an
 bein

gs, a w
om

an
sh

ou
ld spu

rn
 th

e B
ible fi

rst.” –– M
en,

W
om

en and G
ods, pp. , 

Su
san

 B
. A

n
thony

“T
he religiou

s persecution
 of th

e ages
h

as been
 don

e u
n

der w
h

at w
as claim

ed
to be th

e com
m

an
d of G

od.” –– 
,

PA
M

’s B
ig List of Q

uotes
“I distru

st those p
eople w

ho kn
ow

 so
w

ell w
hat G

od w
ants them

 to do because
I n

otice it alw
ays coin

cides w
ith

 th
eir

ow
n

 desires.” –– 
, ibid

B
arry H

an
kin

s
“A

s recen
tly as th

e early 
s Jerry

Falw
ell in

sisted rep
eated

ly th
at h

e be-
lieved in

 th
e separation

 of ch
u

rch
 an

d
state.... Falw

ell’s situ
ation

 w
as akin

 to
th

at of th
e 

s an
d 


s w

hen
 left-

w
in

g political activists fou
n

d it n
eces-

sary to say th
at th

ey really w
ere good

D
em

ocrats an
d n

ot com
m

u
n

ists. In
oth

er w
ords, separation

 of chu
rch

 an
d

state w
as akin

 to m
om

, baseball, an
d

apple pie –– so thorou
gh

ly A
m

erican
 that

even
 those seeking sign

ifi
cant changes in

chu
rch

-state law
 started by professin

g
th

eir allegian
ce to th

e ideal.” –– Liberty
 

E
lean

or R
oosevelt

“I do n
ot w

an
t chu

rch
 grou

ps con
-

trollin
g the schools of ou

r cou
ntry. T

hey
m

ust rem
ain

 free.” –– M
y D

ay, Ju
ly , 



“A
nyon

e w
h

o kn
ow

s h
istory w

ill re-
cogn

ize th
at th

e dom
in

ation
 of edu

ca-
tion

 or of govern
m

en
t by an

y on
e par-

ticu
lar religiou

s faith
 is n

ever a h
appy

arran
gem

en
t for th

e p
eople.” –– letter to

C
ardin

al Sp
ellm

an
, Ju

ly , 


“T
h

e kin
d

 of propagan
da th

at som
e

of th
e religiou

s grou
ps, aided

 an
d

 abet-
ted by th

e opp
osition

, put forth
 in

 th
at

cam
paign

 [
] utterly disgu

sted
 m

e. If
I n

eeded anythin
g to show

 m
e w

hat pre-
ju

dice can
 do to the in

telligen
ce of hu

-
m

an
 bein

gs th
at cam

paign
 w

as th
e best

lesson
 I cou

ld h
ave h

ad.” –– A
utobiogra-

phy of E
leanor R

oosevelt, 


, p. 
“T

h
e separation

 of chu
rch

 an
d state

is extrem
ely im

p
ortan

t to any of u
s w

ho
h

olds to th
e origin

al tradition
s of ou

r
n

ation
. To chan

ge th
ese tradition

s by
chan

gin
g ou

r tradition
al attitude tow

ard
pu

blic edu
cation

 w
ou

ld be h
arm

fu
l to

ou
r w

h
ole attitu

de of toleran
ce in

 th
e

religiou
s area. If w

e look at situ
ation

s
w

h
ich

 h
ave arisen

 in
 the past in

 Eu
rope

an
d oth

er w
orld areas, I th

in
k w

e w
ill

see the reason
s w

hy it is w
ise to hold

 to
ou

r early tradition
s.” –– N

ew
 York

W
orld-Telegram

, Ju
n

e , 




M
arth

a K
egel

“T
h

e prop
on

en
ts of scien

tifi
c crea-

tion
ism

 are tryin
g to sn

eak religion
 in

to
the pu

blic sch
ools.... T

h
e fact rem

ain
s

th
at creation

ism
 is a B

ible story an
d

teach
in

g it as a scien
ce in

 pu
blic sch

ools
violates th

e righ
ts of religiou

s m
in

ori-
ties.” –– In

terview
, H

am
m

ond (Lou
isian

a)
D

aily Star, D
ecem

ber , 


M
adalyn

 M
urray O

’H
air

“A
ctu

ally, I don’t like A
theists very

m
u

ch
 –– at least m

ost of th
em

 –– becau
se

they are n
ot m

otivated to m
ove in

to the
com

m
u

n
ity an

d attem
pt to correct th

e
in

ju
stices w

h
ich

 are everyw
h

ere appar-
en

t again
st th

em
.” –– R

adio A
ddress #



Perm
ission to reprint and distribute this eight-

page pullout section is granted provided that:
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 R
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s Freedom

“I do not want church groups
controlling the schools”

—
 E

leanor Roosevelt

“without free speech no
search for truth is pos-

“C
hristianity has been of little

value in advancing civilization”
— M

atilda Joslyn G
age

P
age 8

–P
w

w
w

.P
ositiveA

th
eism

.org
A
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0
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of the Law
s, nor deprive h

im
 of the right

of attain
in

g an
d h

oldin
g th

e h
igh

est
O

ffi
ces th

at are kn
ow

n
 in

 th
e U

n
ited

States.” –– letter to th
e m

em
bers of th

e
N

ew
 C

hu
rch

 in
 B

altim
ore, Jan

u
ary 27,


“It is n

ow
 n

o m
ore th

at toleration
 is

spoken
 of as if it w

as by th
e in

du
lgen

ce
of on

e class of th
e p

eople th
at an

oth
er

en
joyed th

e exercise of th
eir in

h
eren

t
n

atu
ral righ

ts. For h
appily th

e G
overn

-
m

en
t of th

e U
n

ited States, w
h

ich
 gives

to bigotry n
o san

ction
, to p

ersecu
tion

n
o assistan

ce, requ
ires on

ly th
at th

ose
w

h
o live u

n
der its protection

 sh
ou

ld
dem

ean
 th

em
selves as good citizen

s in
givin

g it, on
 all occasion

s, their eff
ectu

al
su

pport.” –– letter to th
e con

gregation
of Tou

ro Syn
agogu

e, N
ew

p
ort, R

hode
Islan

d, A
u

gu
st, 



Joh
n

 A
dam

s, 
-


“T

h
e U

n
ited States of A

m
erica h

ave
exhibited, p

erhaps, the fi
rst exam

ple of
govern

m
ents erected on

 the sim
ple prin-

ciples of n
atu

re.... [In] th
e form

ation
of th

e A
m

erican
 govern

m
en

ts...it w
ill

never be pretended that any person
s em

-
ployed in

 th
at service h

ad in
terview

s
w

ith
 th

e gods, or w
ere in

 any degree
u

n
der th

e in
fl

u
en

ce of h
eaven

.... T
h

ese
govern

m
en

ts w
ere con

trived m
erely by

th
e u

se of reason
 an

d th
e sen

ses.” –– A
D

efense of the C
onstitutions of G

overn-
m

ent of the U
nited States of A

m
erica, 

“I alm
ost sh

u
dder at th

e th
ou

gh
t of

allu
din

g to th
e m

ost fatal exam
ple of

th
e abu

ses of grief w
h

ich
 th

e h
istory

of m
an

kin
d h

as preserved –– th
e C

ross.
C

on
sider w

h
at calam

ities th
at en

gin
e

of grief h
as produ

ced!” –– letter to
T

h
om

as Jeff
erson

“I do n
ot like th

e reapp
earan

ce of
th

e Jesu
its.... Sh

all w
e n

ot h
ave regu

lar
sw

arm
s of th

em
 h

ere, in
 as m

any dis-
gu

ises as on
ly a kin

g of th
e gipsies can

assu
m

e, dressed as prin
ters, pu

blish
ers,

w
riters an

d
 sch

oolm
asters? If ever th

ere
w

as a body of m
en

 w
ho m

erited dam
n

a-
tion

 on
 earth

 an
d in

 H
ell, it is th

is soci-
ety of Loyola’s. N

everth
eless, w

e are
com

pelled by ou
r system

 of religiou
s

toleration
 to o

ff
er th

em
 an

 asylu
m

.” ––
letter to T

h
om

as Jeff
erson

, M
ay , 

T
h

om
as Jeff

erson
, 

-


“B
ecau

se religiou
s belief, or n

on
-

belief, is su
ch

 an
 im

portan
t part of every

p
erson’s life, freedom

 of religion
 aff

ects
every individu

al. State churches that u
se

govern
m

en
t p

ow
er to su

pport th
em

-
selves an

d force th
eir view

s on
 person

s
of oth

er faith
s u

n
derm

in
e all ou

r civil
righ

ts. M
oreover, state su

pport of th
e

chu
rch

 ten
ds to m

ake th
e clergy u

n
re-

spon
sive to the people an

d
 leads to cor-

ru
ption

 w
ith

in
 religion

. E
rectin

g th
e

‘w
all of separation

 betw
een

 chu
rch

 an
d

state,’ therefore, is absolutely essential in
a free society.

“W
e h

ave solved
...th

e great an
d in

-
terestin

g qu
estion

 w
heth

er freedom
 of

religion
 is com

patible w
ith

 order in
 gov-

ern
m

en
t and obedience to the law

s. A
n

d
w

e h
ave experien

ced
 th

e qu
iet as w

ell as
th

e com
fort w

h
ich

 resu
lts from

 leavin
g

every on
e to profess freely an

d op
en

ly
th

ose prin
ciples of religion

 w
h

ich
 are

the in
du

ction
s of h

is ow
n

 reason
 and the

seriou
s conviction

s of h
is ow

n
 in

qu
ir-

ies.” –– letter to the V
irgin

ia B
aptists, 


“T

he im
piou

s presu
m

ption
 of legisla-

tors an
d ru

lers, civil as w
ell as ecclesias-

tical, w
ho, bein

g th
em

selves bu
t fallible

an
d u

n
in

spired m
en

, h
ave assu

m
ed do-

m
in

ion
 over th

e faith
 of oth

ers, settin
g

u
p th

eir ow
n

 opin
ion

s an
d m

odes of
th

in
kin

g as th
e on

ly tru
e an

d in
fallible,

an
d as such

 endeavorin
g to im

pose them
on

 oth
ers, h

ath
 establish

ed an
d m

ain
-

tain
ed false religion

s over th
e greatest

part of the w
orld an

d th
rou

gh
 all tim

e.”
–– V

irginia A
ct for R

eligious Freedom
, 

“B
u

t it is on
ly proposed th

at I sh
ou

ld
recom

m
end, n

ot prescribe a day of fast-
in

g &
 prayer. T

h
at is, th

at I sh
ou

ld in
-

d
irectly assu

m
e to the U

.S. an
 auth

ority
over religiou

s exercises w
h

ich
 th

e C
on

-
stitu

tion
 h

as directly preclu
ded th

em
from

.... I do n
ot believe it is for th

e in
-

terest of religion
 to invite the civil m

ag-
istrate to direct it’s exercises, it’s disci-
plin

e, or it’s doctrin
es; n

or of th
e relig-

iou
s societies th

at th
e gen

eral govern
-

m
en

t shou
ld be invested w

ith the p
ow

er
of eff

ectin
g any u

n
iform

ity of tim
e or

m
atter am

on
g th

em
. Fastin

g &
 prayer

are religiou
s exercises. T

h
e en

join
in

g
them

 an
 act of discipline. Every religiou

s

society has a right to determ
ine for itself

th
e tim

es for th
ese exercises, &

 th
e ob-

jects prop
er for them

, accordin
g to their

ow
n

 p
articu

lar tenets; an
d th

is right can
n

ever be safer th
an

 in
 th

eir ow
n

 h
an

ds,
w

here th
e con

stitu
tion

 h
as dep

osited
 it.

I am
 aw

are th
at the practice of m

y pred-
ecessors m

ay be qu
oted.... B

e th
is as it

m
ay, every one m

ust act accordin
g to the

dictates of h
is ow

n
 reason

, &
 m

in
e tells

m
e th

at civil pow
ers alon

e h
ave been

given
 to the P

residen
t of the U

.S. an
d no

authority to direct the religiou
s exercises

of h
is con

stitu
en

ts.” –– letter to Sam
u

el
M

iller, Jan
u

ary , 


“W
hat a con

spiracy th
is,

betw
een

 chu
rch

 an
d state!

Sin
g Tan

tarara, rogu
es all, rogu

es all!
Sin

g Tan
tarara, rogu

es all!” –– letter
to Joh

n
 C

artw
righ

t, Ju
n

e , 

“T
he clergy [w

ishin
g to establish

 their
specifi

c form
 of C

hristian
ity]...believe

th
at any portion

 of pow
er con

fi
ded to

m
e [as P

residen
t] w

ill be exerted in
 op-

p
osition

 to th
eir schem

es. A
n

d
 th

ey be-
lieve rightly: for I h

ave sw
orn

 u
p

on
 the

altar of god, etern
al h

ostility again
st

every form
 of tyran

ny over th
e m

in
d

of m
an

. B
u

t th
is is all th

ey h
ave to fear

from
 m

e: an
d en

ou
gh

, too, in
 th

eir
opin

ion
.” –– letter to B

en
jam

in
 R

u
sh

,


 (low
ercase “g” in

 god retain
ed)

“T
h

e declaration
 th

at religiou
s faith

sh
all be u

n
pu

n
ish

ed does n
ot give im

-
m

u
n

ity to crim
in

al acts dictated by re-
ligiou

s error.” –– letter to Jam
es M

adison
“D

iff
eren

ce of opin
ion

 is advan
ta-

geou
s in

 religion
. T

h
e several sects per-

form
 the o

ffi
ce of a cen

sor m
oru

m
 over

each
 oth

er.” –– N
otes on the State of V

ir-
ginia, -

“N
o m

an
 com

plain
s of h

is n
eigh

bor
for ill m

an
agem

en
t of h

is aff
airs, for an

error in
 sow

in
g h

is lan
d or m

arryin
g h

is
dau

gh
ter, for con

su
m

in
g h

is su
bstan

ce
in

 tavern
s.... In

 all th
ese h

e h
as liberty;

bu
t if h

e does n
ot frequ

en
t th

e ch
u

rch
,

or th
en

 con
form

 in
 cerem

on
ies, th

ere is
an

 im
m

ediate u
proar.” –– ibid

“To talk of im
m

aterial existen
ces is to

talk of nothings. To say th
at th

e h
u

m
an

sou
l, an

gels, god, are im
m

aterial, is to
say they are n

othin
gs, or that there is n

o
god, n

o an
gels, n

o sou
l. I can

n
ot reason

“to bigotry no sanction, to
persecution no assistance”

—
 G

eorge W
ashington

“religious faith...does not
 give immunity to criminal acts”

—
 T

homas Jefferson

“never be pretended that any
had interviews with the gods”

—
 John A

dams

P
age 2
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w

w
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ositiveA

th
eism
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0
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“T
h

at w
all, em

bodied in
 th

e First
A

m
en

dm
en

t, is perh
aps A

m
erica’s m

ost
im

p
ortan

t con
tribu

tion
 to political pro-

gress on
 th

is plan
et.” –– Free Inquiry,

Su
m

m
er, 



Jesse V
en

tu
ra, M

in
n

esota
V

en
tu

ra: “See, w
e call ou

r cou
n

try
h

om
e of th

e brave an
d lan

d of th
e free,

bu
t it’s n

ot. W
e give a false portrayal of

freedom
. W

e’re n
ot free –– if w

e w
ere,

w
e’d allow

 people th
eir freedom

. P
ro-

h
ibitin

g som
eth

in
g doesn’t m

ake it go
aw

ay. P
rostitu

tion
 is crim

in
al, an

d bad
th

in
gs h

app
en

 becau
se it’s ru

n
 illegally

by dirtbags w
h

o are crim
in

als. If it’s
legal, th

en
 th

e girls cou
ld h

ave h
ealth

checks, u
n

ion
s, ben

efi
ts, anyth

in
g any

oth
er w

orker gets, an
d it w

ou
ld be far

better.”
P

layboy: “T
h

is isn’t a very popu
lar

p
osition

 in
 A

m
erica, is it?”

V
en

tu
ra: “N

o, an
d it’s becau

se of re-
ligion. O

rgan
ized religion

 is a sh
am

 an
d

a cru
tch

 for w
eak-m

in
ded people w

h
o

n
eed stren

gth
 in

 n
u

m
bers. It tells p

eople
to go out an

d stick th
eir n

oses in
 oth

er
p

eople’s bu
sin

ess. I live by th
e golden

ru
le: Treat oth

ers as you’d w
an

t th
em

to treat you
. T

h
e R

eligiou
s R

igh
t w

an
ts

to tell people h
ow

 to live.” –– P
layboy,

N
ovem

ber, 




O
th

er
 Po

litical Fig
u

res
W

en
dell W

ilkie (U
.S.)

“I am
 not in

terested in
 the supp

ort of
anybody w

h
o stan

ds for any form
 of

preju
dice as to anybody’s race or relig-

ion
. I don’t w

an
t it. I h

ave n
o place in

m
y ph

ilosophy for su
ch

 beliefs. I don’t
have to be P

residen
t of the U

n
ited

 States
bu

t I do h
ave to live w

ith
 m

yself.” –– re-
jectin

g en
dorsem

en
t of an

ti-Sem
itic

Social Justice m
agazin

e, A
u

gu
st , 



B
arry G

oldw
ater (U

.S.)
“B

ein
g a con

servative in
 A

m
erica tra-

dition
ally h

as m
ean

t th
at on

e h
olds a

deep, abidin
g respect for th

e C
on

stitu
-

tion
. W

e con
servatives believe sin

cerely
in

 th
e in

tegrity of th
e C

on
stitu

tion
. W

e
treasu

re th
e freedom

 th
at docu

m
en

t
protects....

“B
y m

ain
tain

in
g th

e separation
 of

ch
u

rch
 an

d state, th
e U

n
ited States h

as

avoided the intoleran
ce w

hich has so di-
vided the rest of the w

orld w
ith

 religiou
s

w
ars. T

hrou
ghout our tw

o hu
ndred plu

s
years, pu

blic policy debate h
as focu

sed
on

 p
olitical an

d econ
om

ic issu
es, on

w
h

ich
 th

ere can
 be com

prom
ise....

“T
h

e great decision
s of govern

m
en

t
can

n
ot be dictated by th

e con
cern

s of
religiou

s faction
s. T

h
is w

as tru
e in

 th
e

days of M
adison

, an
d it is ju

st as tru
e

today. W
e have su

cceeded for 
 years

in
 keepin

g th
e aff

airs of state separate
from

 th
e u

n
com

prom
isin

g idealism
 of

religiou
s grou

ps an
d w

e m
u

stn’t stop
n

ow
. To retreat from

 th
at separation

w
ou

ld violate th
e prin

ciples of con
ser-

vatism
 an

d th
e valu

es u
p

on
 w

h
ich

 th
e

fram
ers bu

ilt th
is dem

ocratic repu
blic.”

–– U
.S. Sen

ate, Sep
tem

ber , 


Sargen
t Shriver (U

.S.)
“I believe stron

gly in
 th

e C
on

stitu
-

tion
al prin

ciple of separatin
g ch

u
rch

an
d state. O

u
r fou

n
ders w

ere righ
t in

fearin
g th

at religiou
s freedom

 w
ou

ld
be th

reaten
ed in

 th
e lon

g ru
n

 by a de-
partu

re from
 govern

m
en

tal n
eu

trality
in

 spiritu
al m

atters.” –– address, N
ew

York A
ven

u
e P

resbyterian
 C

h
u

rch
,

W
ash

in
gton

, D
.C

., Jan
u

ary 

G
eraldin

e Ferraro (U
.S.)

“Person
al religiou

s conviction
s h

ave
n

o place in
 political cam

paign
s or in

dictatin
g pu

blic p
olicy.” –– Ferraro: M

y
Story

“W
e are a religiou

s n
ation

 becau
se

w
e do n

ot h
ave a state religion

, becau
se

th
e govern

m
en

t gu
aran

tees freedom
 of

religion
 bu

t h
as n

o role in
 religion

, be-
cau

se n
ot on

ly do w
e tolerate ou

r relig-
iou

s diff
eren

ces, w
e celebrate them

.” ––
ibid

B
ill B

rad
ley (U

.S.)
“T

h
e on

ly w
ay to be tru

e to ou
r

A
m

erican
 tradition

 is to m
ain

tain
 abso-

lu
te govern

m
en

tal n
eu

trality regardin
g

religiou
s beliefs an

d practices.” –– letter
to H

erbert Sch
apiro, Ju

n
e , 




R
obert In

gersoll (U
.S.)

“O
u

r civilization
 is n

ot C
hristian

. It
does n

ot com
e from

 th
e skies. It is n

ot
a resu

lt of ‘in
spiration

.’ It is th
e ch

ild

of inven
tion

, of discovery, of applied
kn

ow
ledge –– th

at is to say, of scien
ce.

W
hen

 m
an

 becom
es great an

d gran
d

en
ou

gh
 to adm

it th
at all h

ave equ
al

righ
ts; w

h
en

 th
ou

gh
t is u

n
tram

m
eled;

w
h

en
 w

orsh
ip sh

all con
sist in

 doin
g

u
sefu

l th
in

gs; w
h

en
 religion

 m
ean

s th
e

disch
arge of obligation

s to ou
r fellow

-
m

en
, th

en
, an

d n
ot u

n
til th

en
, w

ill th
e

w
orld be civilized.” –– “R

eply To T
he

In
dian

apolis C
lergy” T

he Iconoclast,
In

dian
apolis, In

dian
a, 

“C
hristian

ity has su
ch a contem

ptible
opin

ion
 of h

u
m

an
 n

atu
re th

at it does
n

ot believe a m
an

 can
 tell th

e tru
th

 u
n

-
less frigh

ten
ed by a belief in

 G
od. N

o
low

er opin
ion

 of th
e h

u
m

an
 race h

as
ever been

 expressed.” –– on
 th

e practice
of not allow

in
g non-C

hristian
s to testify

in
 cou

rt, PA
M

’s B
ig List of Q

uotes
“Som

e presiden
t w

ish
es to be re-

elected, and
 thereupon

 speaks about the
B

ible as ‘th
e corn

er-ston
e of A

m
erican

Liberty.’ T
h

is sen
ten

ce is a m
outh

 large
enou

gh
 to sw

allow
 any church, and

 from
th

at tim
e forw

ard th
e religiou

s p
eople

w
ill be citin

g th
at rem

ark of th
e politi-

cian
 to su

bstan
tiate th

e in
spiration

 of
th

e Scriptu
res.” –– “B

rooklyn
 D

ivin
es,”

“W
e are satisfi

ed that there can
 be but

little liberty on
 earth

 w
h

ile m
en

 w
orsh

ip
a tyran

t in
 h

eaven
.” –– “T

h
e G

ods,” 
“I adm

it th
at reason

 is a sm
all an

d
feeble fl

am
e, a fl

ickerin
g torch by stu

m
-

blers carried in
 th

e star-less n
igh

t, ––
blow

n
 an

d fl
ared by passion’s storm

, ––
an

d yet, it is th
e on

ly ligh
t. E

xtin
gu

ish
th

at, an
d n

ou
gh

t rem
ain

s.” –– from
 th

e
Field-In

gersoll D
ebate (part ): “A

 R
eply

To T
h

e R
ev. H

en
ry M

. Field, D
.D

.”
“G

ive m
e th

e storm
 an

d stress of
thought an

d action
 rather than

 the dead
calm

 of ign
oran

ce an
d

 faith. B
an

ish
 m

e
from

 E
den

 w
hen

 you
 w

ill but fi
rst let m

e
eat of th

e fru
it of th

e Tree of K
n

ow
l-

edge.” –– PA
M

’s B
ig List of Q

uotes

H
en

ry C
lay (U

.S.)
“A

ll religion
s u

nited
 w

ith
 govern

m
ent

are m
ore or less in

im
ical to liberty. A

ll,
separated from

 govern
m

en
t, are com

-
patible w

ith liberty.” –– H
ou

se of R
epre-

sen
tatives, M

arch
 , 

“the U
nited S

tates is
not a C

hristian nation”
—

 Lowell W
eicker

“absolute neutrality regard-
ing religious...practices”

—
 B

ill B
radley

“no lower opinion of the human
race has ever been expressed”

— Robert Ingersoll

A
ugust, 2

0
0

0
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oth
erw

ise...w
ith

out plu
n

gin
g in

to the
fath

om
less abyss of dream

s an
d ph

an
-

tasm
s. I am

 satisfi
ed, an

d su
ffi

cien
tly

occu
pied w

ith
 th

e th
in

gs w
h

ich
 are,

w
ithou

t torm
en

tin
g or trou

blin
g m

yself
abou

t th
ose w

h
ich

 m
ay in

deed be, bu
t

of w
h

ich
 I h

ave n
o eviden

ce.” –– letter
to Joh

n
 A

dam
s, A

u
gu

st , 
“T

h
e C

hristian
 god can

 easily be pic-
tu

red as virtu
ally th

e sam
e god as th

e
m

any an
cien

t gods of past civilization
s.

T
h

e C
hristian

 god is a th
ree h

eaded
m

on
ster; cruel, ven

gefu
l an

d capriciou
s.

If on
e w

ish
es to kn

ow
 m

ore of th
is rag-

in
g, th

ree h
eaded beast-like god, on

e
on

ly n
eeds to look at th

e caliber of peo-
ple w

h
o say th

ey serve h
im

.” –– letter to
h

is n
eph

ew
, Peter C

arr

Jam
es M

adison
, 


-

“Every n
ew

 an
d su

ccessfu
l exam

ple
of a p

erfect separation
 betw

een
 eccle-

siastical an
d civil m

atters is of im
por-

tan
ce.” –– letter to E

dw
ard L

ivin
gston

,
Ju

ly , 

“I h
ave n

o dou
bt th

at every n
ew

 ex-
am

ple w
ill su

cceed, as every past on
e

h
as don

e, in
 sh

ew
in

g th
at religion

 an
d

G
overn

m
en

t w
ill both

 exist in
 greater

pu
rity th

e less th
ey are m

ixed togeth
er.”

–– ibid
“B

ecau
se th

e bill in
 reservin

g a cer-
tain

 parcel of lan
d in

 th
e U

n
ited States

for th
e u

se of said
 B

aptist C
hu

rch
 com

-
prises a prin

ciple an
d a preceden

t for
the appropriation

 of fu
n

ds of th
e U

n
ited

States for th
e u

se an
d su

pp
ort of relig-

iou
s societies, con

trary to th
e article of

th
e C

on
stitu

tion
 w

h
ich

 declares th
at

‘C
on

gress sh
all m

ake n
o law

 resp
ectin

g
a religiou

s establish
m

en
t.’” –– V

eto m
es-

sage, Febru
ary , 

“W
h

at in
fl

u
en

ce, in
 fact, h

ave eccle-
siastical establish

m
en

ts h
ad on

 society?
In

 som
e in

stan
ces th

ey h
ave been

 seen
to erect a spiritu

al tyran
ny on

 th
e ru

in
s

of th
e civil auth

ority; in
 m

any in
stan

ces
th

ey h
ave been

 seen
 u

ph
oldin

g th
e

th
ron

es of political tyran
ny; in

 n
o in

-
stan

ce h
ave they been

 the gu
ardian

s of
th

e liberties of th
e people. R

u
lers w

h
o

w
ish

 to su
bvert th

e pu
blic liberty m

ay
h

ave fou
n

d an
 establish

ed clergy con
-

ven
ien

t allies.” –– A
 M

em
orial and

R
em

onstrance addressed to the V
irginia

G
eneral A

ssem
by, 

“W
h

o does n
ot see th

at th
e sam

e au
-

thority w
h

ich
 can

 establish C
hristian

ity,
in

 exclu
sion

 of all oth
er R

eligion
s, m

ay
establish

 w
ith th

e sam
e ease any partic-

u
lar sect of C

hristian
s, in

 exclu
sion

 of
all oth

er Sects?” –– ibid

M
adison

 N
ever Said T

his:
“W

e h
ave staked th

e w
h

ole fu
tu

re
of A

m
erican

 civilization
 n

ot u
pon

 th
e

p
ow

er of govern
m

en
t, far from

 it. W
e

h
ave staked

 the futu
re of all ou

r p
olitical

in
stitu

tion
s u

pon
 th

e capacity of m
an

-
kin

d for self-govern
m

en
t, u

p
on

 th
e ca-

pacity of each
 an

d all of u
s to govern

ou
rselves, to con

trol ou
rselves, to su

s-
tain

 ou
rselves accordin

g to th
e Ten

C
om

m
an

dm
en

ts.” –– T
h

is is a com
plete

fabrication w
h

ich
 h

as been
 read in

to
th

e C
on

gression
al R

ecord on
 at least

tw
o occasion

s du
rin

g th
e past ten

 years.
See PA

M
’s B

ig List of Q
uotes for details.

Jam
es M

on
roe, -

“It is on
ly w

h
en

 th
e people becom

e
ign

oran
t an

d corru
pt, w

hen
 they degen-

erate in
to a p

opu
lace, th

at th
ey are in

-
capable of exercisin

g th
e sovereign

ty.
U

su
rpation

 is th
en

 an
 easy attain

m
en

t,
an

d
 an

 u
su

rp
er soon

 fou
n

d. T
he p

eople
th

em
selves becom

e th
e w

illin
g in

stru
-

m
en

ts of th
eir ow

n
 debasem

en
t an

d
ru

in
. L

et u
s, th

en
, look to th

e great
cau

se, an
d en

deavor to preserve it in
fu

ll force. Let u
s by all w

ise an
d con

sti-
tu

tion
al m

easu
res prom

ote in
telligen

ce
am

on
g the p

eople as th
e best m

ean
s of

preservin
g ou

r liberties.” –– First In
au

-
gu

ral A
ddress, M

arch
 , 

Joh
n

 Q
u

in
cy A

dam
s, -

“C
ivil liberty can

 be established on
 no

fou
n

d
ation

 of hu
m

an
 reason

 w
hich

 w
ill

n
ot at th

e sam
e tim

e dem
on

strate th
e

righ
t to religiou

s freedom
... T

h
e ten

-
den

cy of th
e spirit of th

e age is stron
g

tow
ard religiou

s liberty.” –– letter to
R

ichard A
n

derson
, M

ay , 

“T
h

ere is in
 th

e clergy of all C
hris-

tian
 den

om
in

ation
s a tim

e-servin
g,

crin
gin

g, su
bservien

t m
orality, as w

ide
from

 the spirit of the gospel as it is from

th
e in

trepid assertion
 an

d vin
dication

of tru
th

.” –– diary en
try for M

ay ,


A
n

drew
 Jackson

, 
-

“I cou
ld n

ot do oth
erw

ise w
ith

out
tran

scen
din

g th
e lim

its prescribed by
th

e C
on

stitu
tion

 for th
e P

residen
t an

d
w

ith
ou

t feelin
g th

at I m
igh

t in
 som

e
degree distu

rb th
e secu

rity w
h

ich
 relig-

ion
 n

ow
adays en

joys in
 th

is cou
n

try in
its com

plete separation
 from

 th
e politi-

cal con
cern

s of th
e G

en
eral G

overn
-

m
en

t.” –– statem
en

t refusin
g to proclaim

a n
ation

al day of fastin
g an

d prayer,
PA

M
’s B

ig List of Q
uotes

Joh
n

 Tyler, 
-


“Let it be h

en
ceforth

 proclaim
ed to

the w
orld that m

an’s con
scien

ce w
as cre-

ated free; th
at h

e is n
o lon

ger accou
n

t-
able to h

is fellow
 m

an
 for h

is religiou
s

opin
ion

s, bein
g resp

on
sible th

erefore
on

ly to h
is G

od.” –– PA
M

’s B
ig List of

Q
uotes

Jam
es K

n
ox Polk 

-


“T
han

k G
od, u

nder ou
r C

on
stitu

tion
th

ere w
as n

o con
n

ection
 betw

een
C

hu
rch an

d State, an
d that in

 m
y action

as P
residen

t of the U
nited States I recog-

n
ized n

o distin
ction

 of creeds in
 m

y
appoin

tm
en

ts to o
ffi

ce.” –– PA
M

’s B
ig

List of Q
uotes

M
illard Fillm

ore, 
-

“I am
 toleran

t of all creed
s. Yet if any

sect su
ff

ered
 itself to be used for political

objects I w
ou

ld m
eet it by p

olitical op-
position

. In
 m

y view
 chu

rch
 an

d state
sh

ou
ld be separate, n

ot on
ly in

 form
,

bu
t fact. R

eligion
 an

d politics sh
ou

ld
n

ot be m
in

gled.” –– address du
rin

g 
P

residen
tial election

Fran
klin

 P
ierce, -

(N
o direct quotations available.)
“[Fran

klin
 P

ierce] w
as a m

em
ber of

th
e con

stitu
tion

al conven
tion

 of N
ew

H
am

psh
ire in

 . T
h

ere h
e m

ade a
stren

u
ou

s righ
t as did Joh

n
 A

dam
s in

M
assachu

setts, to abolish
 th

at portion
of th

e State C
on

stitu
tion

 w
h

ich
 m

ade
the P

rotestan
t R

eligion
 the o

ffi
cial relig-

ion
 of th

e G
ran

ite State.” –– Fran
klin

“perfect separation be-
tween ecclesiastical and civil

“might...disturb the security
which religion...enjoys”

—
 A

ndrew Jackson

“religion and politics should
not be mingled”

—
 M

illard Fillmore

A
ugust, 2

0
0

0
S

pecial to P
ositive A

th
eism

 M
ag

azin
e

P
age 3

–P

w
h

olly u
nw

arran
ted.” –– address to th

e
A

m
erican

 Society of N
ew

spaper E
ditors,

A
pril , 




“I believe in
 an

 A
m

erica w
here th

e
separation

 of chu
rch

 an
d state is abso-

lu
te –– w

here n
o C

ath
olic prelate w

ou
ld

tell th
e P

residen
t (sh

ou
ld h

e be C
ath

o-
lic) how

 to act an
d n

o P
rotestan

t m
in

is-
ter w

ou
ld tell h

is parish
ioners for w

hom
to vote –– w

h
ere n

o chu
rch

 or ch
u

rch
sch

ool is gran
ted any pu

blic fu
n

ds or
p

olitical preferen
ce –– an

d w
here no m

an
is den

ied pu
blic o

ffi
ce m

erely becau
se

h
is religion

 diff
ers from

 th
e P

residen
t

w
h

o m
igh

t app
oin

t h
im

 or th
e p

eople
w

h
o m

igh
t elect h

im
.

“I believe in
 an

 A
m

erica th
at is o

ffi
-

cially n
eith

er C
ath

olic, P
rotestan

t n
or

Jew
ish –– w

h
ere n

o pu
blic o

ffi
cial eith

er
requ

ests or accepts in
stru

ction
s on

 pub-
lic policy from

 th
e Pop

e, th
e N

ation
al

C
ou

ncil of C
hu

rches, or any other eccle-
siastical sou

rce –– w
here n

o religiou
s

body seeks to im
pose its w

ill d
irectly or

in
directly u

pon
 th

e gen
eral p

opu
lace or

the pu
blic acts of its o

ffi
cials –– an

d w
here

religiou
s liberty is so in

divisible th
at an

act again
st on

e chu
rch

 is treated as an
act again

st all.” –– address to th
e M

in
is-

terial A
ssociation

 of G
reater H

ou
ston

,
Sep

tem
ber , 




Lyn
don

 B
ain

es John
son

, 
-


“I believe in

 the A
m

erican
 tradition

 of
separation

 of chu
rch

 an
d state w

h
ich

 is
expressed in

 th
e First A

m
en

dm
en

t to
th

e C
on

stitu
tion. B

y m
y o

ffi
ce –– an

d by
p

erson
al conviction

 –– I am
 sw

orn
 to

u
ph

old th
at tradition

.” –– in
terview

,
B

aptist Standard, O
ctober, 



Jim
m

y C
arter, 

-
“I believe in

 the separation
 of chu

rch
an

d
 state an

d w
ou

ld
 n

ot u
se m

y author-
ity to violate th

is prin
ciple in

 any w
ay.”

–– letter to Jack H
arw

ell, A
u

gu
st , 

“T
h

e govern
m

en
t ou

gh
t to stay ou

t
of th

e prayer bu
sin

ess.” –– P
ress C

on
fer-

en
ce, , W

ash
in

gton
, D

.C
.

B
ill C

lin
ton

, 


 to presen
t

“W
e don’t n

eed a con
stitu

tion
al

am
en

dm
en

t for kids to pray.” –– at th
e

presiden
tial debate in

 San
 D

iego, 




U
.S. V

ice-P
resid

en
t

W
alter M

on
dale, 

-
“Today, th

e religion
 clau

ses of th
e

First A
m

en
dm

en
t do n

ot n
eed to be

fi
xed; th

ey n
eed to be follow

ed.” –– ad-
dress to B

’n
ai B

’rith
, W

ash
in

gton
, D

.C
.,

Sep
tem

ber , 


“T
h

e Q
u

een
 of E

n
glan

d is D
efen

der
of th

e Faith
 bu

t th
e P

residen
t of th

e
U

n
ited States is D

efen
der of th

e C
on

sti-
tu

tion
, w

h
ich

 defen
ds all faith

s.” –– ibid
“W

h
atever h

is private beliefs an
d

religiou
s practice, a presiden

t m
u

st be
th

e gu
ardian

 of th
e law

s w
h

ich
 en

su
re

A
m

erica’s religiou
s diversity.” –– ibid

U
.S. G

o
ver

n
o

rs
D

eW
itt C

lin
ton

, N
ew

 York
In

 th
is cou

n
try th

ere is n
o allian

ce
betw

een
 chu

rch
 an

d state, n
o estab-

lish
ed religion

, n
o tolerated religion

 ––
for toleration

 results from
 establishm

ent
–– bu

t religiou
s freedom

 gu
aran

teed
 by

the C
on

stitu
tion

 an
d con

secrated by the
social com

pact. –– , PA
M

’s B
ig List of

Q
uotes

A
l Sm

ith, N
ew

 York
“I believe in

 absolute freedom
 of con-

scien
ce for all m

en
 an

d equ
ality of all

chu
rch

es, all sects an
d all beliefs before

the law
 as a m

atter of right an
d n

ot as a
m

atter of favor. I believe in
 the absolu

te
separation

 of ch
u

rch
 an

d state an
d in

th
e strict en

forcem
en

t of th
e C

on
stitu

-
tion

 th
at C

on
gress sh

all m
ake n

o law
respectin

g an
 establish

m
en

t of religion
or proh

ibitin
g th

e free exercise th
ereof

I believe th
at n

o tribu
n

al of any ch
u

rch
h

as any pow
er to m

ake any decree of
any force in

 th
e law

 of th
e lan

d, oth
er

th
an

 to establish
 th

e statu
s of its ow

n
com

m
u

n
ican

ts w
ith

in
 its ow

n
 chu

rch
.”

–– A
tlantic M

onthly, A
pril, 


“I believe in

 the su
pport of the public

sch
ool as on

e of th
e corn

erston
es of

A
m

erican
 liberty. I believe in

 th
e right

of every paren
t to choose w

heth
er h

is
ch

ild sh
all be edu

cated in
 th

e pu
blic

school or in
 a religiou

s school supported
by th

ose of h
is ow

n
 faith

.” –– ibid
“I can

 th
in

k of n
o greater disaster to

this cou
n

try than
 to have the voters of it

divide u
p

on
 religiou

s lin
es.” –– address,

O
klah

om
a C

ity, Sep
tem

ber , 


N
elson

 R
ockefeller, N

ew
 York

“I do n
ot believe it righ

t for on
e

grou
p to im

p
ose its vision

 of m
orality

on
 an

 en
tire society.” –– V

eto m
essage,

M
ay , . R

ockefeller vetoed a bill
to repeal N

ew
 York’s  abortion

 law
.

M
ario C

u
om

o, N
ew

 York
“T

h
e A

m
erican

 p
eople n

eed n
o

course in
 philosophy or p

olitical scien
ce

or chu
rch

 h
istory to kn

ow
 th

at G
od

sh
ou

ld n
ot be m

ade in
to a celestial

party ch
airm

an
. To m

ost of u
s, th

e
m

an
ipu

lative invokin
g of religion

 to
advan

ce a p
olitician

 or a party is frigh
t-

en
in

g an
d divisive. T

he A
m

erican
 people

w
ill tolerate religiou

s leaders takin
g p

o-
sition

s for or again
st can

didates... B
u

t
th

e A
m

erican
 p

eople are leery abou
t

large religiou
s organ

ization
s, pow

erfu
l

ch
u

rch
es, or syn

agogu
e grou

ps en
gag-

in
g in

 su
ch

 activities –– again
, n

ot as a
m

atter of law
 or doctrin

e, bu
t becau

se
ou

r in
n

ate w
isdom

 an
d dem

ocratic in
-

stin
ct teaches u

s these thin
gs are dan

ger-
ou

s.” –– address, U
n

iversity of N
otre

D
am

e, Sep
tem

ber , 


“W
ay dow

n
 deep th

e A
m

erican
 peo-

ple are afraid of an
 en

tan
glin

g relation
-

sh
ip betw

een
 form

al religion
s –– or

w
h

ole bodies of religiou
s belief –– an

d
govern

m
en

t. A
part from

 con
stitu

tion
al

law
 an

d religiou
s doctrin

e, th
ere is a

sen
se th

at tells u
s it’s w

ron
g to presu

m
e

to speak for G
od or to claim

 G
od’s san

c-
tion

 of ou
r particu

lar legislation
 an

d
 his

rejection
 of all oth

er position
s. M

ost of
u

s are o
ff

en
ded w

hen
 w

e see religion
bein

g trivialized by its app
earan

ce in
p

olitical th
row

-aw
ay pam

ph
lets.” –– ibid

Low
ell W

eicker, C
on

n
ecticut

“T
h

e tim
e h

as com
e to kn

ock o
ff

 th
is

religion
 bu

sin
ess in

 A
m

erican
 p

olitics.
T

here’s n
o en

d to th
e m

isch
ief th

at can
occu

r. It is like pu
ttin

g n
itroglycerin

e
in

 a W
arin

g blen
der.” –– R

em
arks, A

u
gust


“T

h
e U

n
ited

 States is n
ot a C

h
ristian

n
ation

. It is a great n
ation

 w
ith

 C
hris-

tian
s, am

on
g others, in

 it. B
u

t ou
r great-

n
ess is based on

 th
e fact th

at th
ere is

no o
ffi

cial religion
.” –– PA

M
’s B

ig List of
Q

uotes

“the government ought to stay
out of the prayer business”

—
 Jimmy C

arter

“the religion clauses...
do not need to be fixed”

—
 W

alter M
ondale

“G
od should not be made into

a celestial party chairman”
—

 M
ario C

uomo

P
age 6

–P
w

w
w

.P
ositiveA

th
eism

.org
A

ugust, 2
0
0
0



Stein
er, T

he R
eligious V

iew
s of O

ur
P

residents, 
, p. 

Jam
es B

u
chan

an
, -


“[T

h
e G

overn
m

en
t of th

e U
.S.] p

os-
sesses no pow

er w
hatever over the ques-

tion
 of religion

.” –– PA
M

’s B
ig List of

Q
uotes
“I have seldom

 m
et an

 intelligent per-
son

 w
hose view

s w
ere not n

arrow
ed and

distorted by religion
.” –– ibid

A
braham

 Lin
coln

, 
-


“T

he U
n

ited
 States govern

m
en

t m
u

st
n

ot u
n

dertake to ru
n

 th
e C

hu
rch

es.
W

hen
 an

 in
dividu

al, in
 th

e C
hu

rch or
out of it, becom

es dan
gerou

s to the pub-
lic interest he m

u
st be checked.” –– PA

M
’s

B
ig List of Q

uotes

“If th
ere is n

o m
ilitary n

eed for th
e

bu
ildin

g, leave it alon
e, n

eith
er pu

ttin
g

anyon
e in

 or out of it, except on
 fi

n
din

g
som

e on
e preach

in
g or practicin

g trea-
son, in

 w
h

ich
 case lay h

an
ds on

 h
im

, just
as if he w

ere doin
g the sam

e th
in

g in
 any

oth
er bu

ildin
g.” –– order relatin

g to a
chu

rch
 in

 M
em

ph
is, Ten

n
essee, issu

ed
on

 M
ay , 


“M

y earlier view
s of the u

n
soun

dness
of the C

hristian
 schem

e of salvation
 an

d
the hu

m
an

 origin
 of the scriptu

res, have
becom

e clearer an
d stron

ger w
ith

 ad-
van

cin
g years an

d I see n
o reason

 for
th

in
kin

g I sh
all ever chan

ge th
em

.”
–– letter to Ju

dge J. S. W
akefi

eld, after
you

n
g W

illie L
in

coln’s death
 in

 
“W

h
at is to be, w

ill be, an
d n

o
prayers of ou

rs can
 arrest th

e decree.”
–– qu

oted by M
ary Todd L

in
coln

 in
W

illiam
 H

ern
don’s R

eligion of Lincoln
“It w

ill n
ot do to investigate the su

b-
ject of religion

 too closely, as it is apt to
lead

 to In
fi

delity.” –– M
anford’s M

agazine

U
lysses S. G

ran
t, 


-

“T
h

e U
n

ited States, kn
ow

in
g n

o dis-
tin

ction
 of h

er ow
n

 citizen
s on

 accou
n

t
of religion

 or n
ation

ality, n
atu

rally be-
lieves in

 a civilization
 th

e w
orld over

w
h

ich
 w

ill secu
re th

e sam
e u

n
iversal

law
s.” –– letter appointin

g the U
.S. C

on
sul

at B
u

ch
arest, R

u
m

an
ia, D

ecem
ber, 

“In
 , I believe, th

e chu
rch

 prop-
erty in

 the U
n

ited States, w
h

ich
 paid no

tax, am
ou

n
ted to  m

illion
. In

 


,
w

ith
out a check, it is safe to say, th

is
property w

ill reach
 a su

m
 exceedin

g 
billion

. I w
ou

ld su
ggest th

e taxation
 of

all property equ
ally.” –– PA

M
’s B

ig List
of Q

uotes

“I w
ou

ld like to call you
r atten

tion
 to

...an
 evil th

at, if allow
ed to con

tin
u

e,
w

ill probably lead
 to great trou

ble.... It
is the accu

m
u

lation
 of vast am

ou
n

ts of
u

n
taxed chu

rch
 prop

erty.” –– ibid
“E

n
cou

rage free sch
ools an

d resolve
th

at n
ot on

e dollar appropriated for
th

eir su
pp

ort sh
all be appropriated to

th
e su

pp
ort of any sectarian

 sch
ools.

R
esolve that neither the state nor n

ation,
n

or both com
bin

ed, sh
all su

pp
ort in

sti-
tu

tion
s of learn

in
g oth

er th
an

 th
ose

su
ffi

cien
t to aff

ord every child grow
in

g
u

p in
 th

e lan
d of opp

ortu
n

ity of a good
com

m
on

 sch
ool edu

cation
, u

n
m

ixed
w

ith
 sectarian, pagan, or atheistical dog-

m
as. L

eave th
e m

atter of religion
 to th

e
fam

ily altar, th
e ch

u
rch

 an
d th

e private
school su

pported en
tirely by private

con
tribution

s. K
eep the church

 and
 state

forever separate.” –– address to the A
rm

y
of Ten

n
essee, D

es M
oin

es, Iow
a, Sep-

tem
ber , 

R
uth

erford B
. H

ayes, -
“W

e all agree that n
either the G

overn-
m

en
t n

or political parties ou
gh

t to in
-

terfere w
ith

 religiou
s sects. It is equ

ally
tru

e th
at religiou

s sects ou
gh

t n
ot to

in
terfere w

ith
 th

e G
overn

m
en

t or w
ith

p
olitical parties. W

e believe th
at th

e
cau

se of good govern
m

en
t an

d th
e

cau
se of religion

 su
ff

er by all su
ch

 in
-

terferen
ce.” –– statem

en
t as G

overn
or

of O
h

io, 

Jam
es A

bram
 G

arfi
eld, 

“N
ext in

 im
portan

ce to freedom
 an

d
ju

stice is p
opu

lar edu
cation

, w
ith

out
w

h
ich

 n
eith

er ju
stice n

or freedom
 can

be perm
anently m

ain
tain

ed. Its in
terests

are in
tru

sted to th
e States an

d th
e vol-

u
n

tary action
 of th

e p
eople. W

h
atever

h
elp th

e n
ation

 can
 ju

stly aff
ord sh

ou
ld

be gen
erou

sly given
 to aid th

e States in
su

pp
ortin

g com
m

on
 sch

ools; bu
t it

w
ou

ld be u
nju

st to ou
r p

eople an
d dan-

gerou
s to ou

r in
stitu

tion
s to apply an

y
p

ortion
 of the reven

u
es of the n

ation
 or

of th
e States to th

e su
pp

ort of sectarian
sch

ools. T
h

e separation
 of C

hu
rch

 an
d

State in
 everyth

in
g relatin

g to taxation
sh

ou
ld be absolu

te.” –– letter of accep-
tan

ce, presidential nom
ination, Ju

ly, 
“In

 m
y ju

dgm
en

t, w
h

ile it is th
e du

ty
of C

on
gress to resp

ect to th
e u

tterm
ost

the con
scien

tiou
s conviction

s an
d relig-

iou
s scru

ples of every citizen
...n

ot any
ecclesiastical organ

ization
 can

 be safely
p

erm
itted to u

su
rp in

 th
e sm

allest de-
gree th

e fu
n

ction
s an

d p
ow

ers of th
e

n
ation

al govern
m

en
t.” –– In

au
gu

ral A
d-

dress, M
arch

 , 

G
rover C

levelan
d, -

, 
-


“I kn

ow
 th

at h
u

m
an

 preju
dice –– es-

p
ecially th

at grow
in

g out of race an
d

religion
 –– is cru

elly inveterate an
d last-

in
g.” –– PA

M
’s B

ig List of Q
uotes

T
heodore R

oosevelt, 


-


“I h
old th

at in
 th

is cou
n

try th
ere

m
u

st be com
plete severan

ce of C
h

u
rch

an
d State; th

at pu
blic m

on
eys sh

all n
ot

be u
sed for th

e pu
rp

ose of advan
cin

g
any particu

lar creed; an
d th

erefore th
at

th
e pu

blic sch
ools sh

all be n
on

sectarian
an

d n
o pu

blic m
on

eys appropriated for
sectarian

 sch
ools.” –– O

ctober , 


“To discrim
inate again

st a thorough
ly

u
prigh

t citizen
 becau

se h
e belon

gs to
som

e particu
lar chu

rch, or becau
se, like

A
braham

 Lin
coln

, he has not avow
ed

 his
allegian

ce to any chu
rch

, is an
 ou

trage
again

st th
at liberty of con

scien
ce w

h
ich

is on
e of th

e fou
n

dation
s of A

m
erican

life.” –– letter to J. C
. M

artin
, N

ovem
ber

, 



“If th

ere is on
e th

in
g for w

h
ich

 w
e

stan
d in

 th
is cou

n
try, it is for com

plete
religiou

s freedom
, an

d
 it is an

 em
ph

atic
n

egation
 of th

is righ
t to cross-exam

in
e

a m
an

 on
 h

is religion
 before bein

g w
ill-

in
g to su

pp
ort h

im
 for o

ffi
ce.” –– ibid

“I believe th
at th

is R
epu

blic w
ill

en
du

re for m
any cen

tu
ries. If so th

ere
w

ill dou
btless be am

on
g its P

residen
ts

“unsoundness of the C
hris-

tian scheme of salvation”
—

 A
braham Lincoln

“not one dollar...to the sup-
port of any sectarian schools”

—
 U

lyses S
. G

rant

“no public moneys appropri-
ated for sectarian schools”

—
 T

heodore Roosevelt

“sects ought not to interfere
with...political parties”
— Rutherford B

. H
ayes

P
age 4

–P
w

w
w

.P
ositiveA

th
eism

.org
A

ugust, 2
0
0
0

P
rotestan

ts an
d C

ath
olics, an

d very
probably at som

e tim
e, Jew

s. I h
ave con

-
sisten

tly tried w
h

ile P
residen

t to act in
relation

 to m
y fellow

 A
m

erican
s of

C
ath

olic faith
 as I h

ope th
at any futu

re
P

residen
t w

h
o h

appen
s to be C

ath
olic

w
ill act tow

ards h
is fellow

 A
m

erican
s

of P
rotestan

t faith
. H

ad I follow
ed any

oth
er cou

rse I sh
ou

ld h
ave felt th

at I
w

as u
n

fi
t to represen

t th
e A

m
erican

p
eople.” –– ibid

“B
ecau

se w
e are u

n
qu

alifi
ed

ly an
d

w
ith

out reservation
 again

st any system
of den

om
in

ation
al sch

ools, m
ain

tain
ed

by th
e adh

eren
ts of any creed w

ith
 th

e
help

 of state aid, therefore, w
e as strenu-

ou
sly in

sist th
at th

e pu
blic sch

ools sh
all

be free from
 sectarian

 in
fl

u
en

ces, an
d

above all, free from
 any attitu

de of h
os-

tility to th
e adh

eren
ts of any particu

lar
creed.” –– PA

M
’s B

ig List of Q
uotes

W
illiam

 H
ow

ard Taft, 



-

“T
h

ere is n
oth

in
g so despicable as a

secret society th
at is based u

p
on

 relig-
iou

s preju
dice an

d th
at w

ill attem
pt to

defeat a m
an

 becau
se of h

is religiou
s

beliefs. Su
ch a society is like a cockroach

–– it thrives in
 the dark. So do those w

ho
com

bin
e for su

ch
 an

 en
d.” –– address,

D
ecem

ber , 


“I do n
ot believe in

 th
e divin

ity of
C

hrist, an
d th

ere are m
any oth

er of th
e

p
ostu

lates of th
e orth

odox creed to
w

h
ich

 I can
n

ot su
bscribe.” –– letter to

Yale U
n

iversity, on
 tu

rn
in

g dow
n

 an
o

ff
er for its presiden

cy

W
oodrow

 W
ilson

, 
-

“It does n
ot becom

e A
m

erica th
at

w
ith

in
 h

er borders, w
h

ere every m
an

is free to follow
 th

e dictates of h
is con

-
scien

ce, m
en

 sh
ou

ld raise th
e cry of

ch
u

rch
 again

st chu
rch

. To do th
at is

to strike at th
e very spirit an

d h
eart

of A
m

erica.” –– address, N
ovem

ber ,


“M
ay it n

ot su
ffi

ce for m
e to say...

th
at of cou

rse like every oth
er m

an
 of

in
telligen

ce an
d edu

cation
 I do believe

inorgan
ic evolu

tion. It su
rprises m

e that
at th

is late date su
ch qu

estion
s sh

ou
ld

be raised.” –– letter to an academ
ic, A

u
gu

st
, 



W
arren

 G
. H

ardin
g, 

-
“In

 th
e experien

ces of a year of th
e

P
residen

cy, th
ere h

as com
e to m

e n
o

oth
er su

ch
 u

n
w

elcom
e im

pression
 as

the m
an

ifest religiou
s intoleran

ce w
h

ich
exists am

on
g m

any of ou
r citizen

s. I
hold

 it to be a m
en

ace to the very liber-
ties w

e boast an
d cherish

.” –– address,
M

arch
 , 



C
alvin

 C
oolidge, 

-
“W

e can
n

ot p
erm

it any in
qu

isition
eith

er w
ith

in
 or w

ith
ou

t th
e law

 or
apply any religiou

s test to th
e h

oldin
g

of o
ffi

ce. T
h

e m
in

d of A
m

erica m
u

st
be forever free.” –– In

au
gu

ral A
ddress,

M
arch

 , 


H
erbert C

lark H
oover, 


-

“I com
e of Q

u
aker stock. M

y an
ces-

tors w
ere p

ersecu
ted for th

eir beliefs.
H

ere th
ey sou

gh
t an

d fou
n

d religiou
s

freedom
. B

y blood an
d conviction

 I
stan

d for religiou
s toleran

ce both
 in

 act
an

d in
 spirit.” –– N

ew
 D

ay, 
, p. 

Fran
klin

 D
elan

o R
oosevelt, 

-


“T
h

e lesson
s of religiou

s toleration
–– a toleration

 w
h

ich
 recogn

izes com
-

plete liberty of h
u

m
an

 th
ou

gh
t, liberty

of con
scien

ce –– is one w
hich, by precept

an
d exam

ple, m
u

st be in
cu

lcated in
 the

h
earts an

d m
inds of all A

m
erican

s if the
in

stitution
s of ou

r dem
ocracy are to be

m
ain

tain
ed an

d p
erpetu

ated.
“W

e m
u

st recogn
ize th

e fu
n

dam
en

-
tal righ

ts of m
an

. T
here can

 be n
o tru

e
n

ation
al life in

 ou
r dem

ocracy u
n

less
w

e give u
n

qu
alifi

ed recogn
ition

 to free-
dom

 of religiou
s w

orsh
ip an

d freedom
of edu

cation
.” –– letter to th

e C
alvert

A
ssociates, 

H
arry S. Tru

m
an

, 


-
“W

e h
ave gon

e a lon
g w

ay tow
ard

civilization
 an

d religiou
s toleran

ce, an
d

w
e h

ave a good exam
ple in

 th
is cou

n
try.

H
ere th

e m
any P

rotestan
t den

om
in

a-
tion

s, th
e C

ath
olic C

hu
rch

 an
d th

e
G

reek O
rth

odox C
hu

rch do n
ot seek to

destroy on
e an

other in
 physical violen

ce
ju

st becau
se they do n

ot in
terpret every

verse of th
e B

ible in
 exactly th

e sam
e

w
ay. H

ere w
e n

ow
 h

ave the freedom
 of

all religion
s, an

d I hope that never again

w
ill w

e h
ave a repetition

 of religiou
s

bigotry, as w
e h

ave h
ad in

 certain
 peri-

ods of ou
r ow

n
 h

istory. T
here is n

o
room

 for th
at kin

d of foolish
n

ess h
ere.”

–– M
r. C

itizen, 


, pp. -


John
 Fitzgerald K

en
n

edy, 


-
“If m

y chu
rch

 attem
pted to in

fl
u

en
ce

m
e in

 a w
ay w

h
ich

 w
as im

prop
er or

w
h

ich
 aff

ected adversely m
y respon

si-
bilities as a pu

blic servan
t sw

orn
 to u

p-
h

old th
e C

on
stitu

tion
, th

en
 I w

ou
ld re-

ply to th
em

 th
at th

is w
as an

 im
prop

er
action

 on
 their part. It w

as on
e to w

h
ich

I cou
ld n

ot su
bscribe.” –– P

ress con
fer-

ence, H
ouston, Texas, Septem

ber , 
W

h
atever on

e’s religion
 in

 h
is private

life m
ay be, for the o

ffi
ceholder, n

othin
g

takes precedence over h
is oath

 to uphold
th

e C
on

stitu
tion

 an
d all its parts –– in

-
clu

din
g th

e First A
m

en
dm

en
t an

d th
e

strict separation
 of chu

rch
 an

d state. ––
in

terview
, Look, M

arch
 , 

,

“I am
 fl

atly opp
osed to appoin

tm
en

t
of an

 am
bassador to the V

atican. W
h

at-
ever advan

tages it m
igh

t h
ave in

 R
om

e
–– an

d I’m
 n

ot convin
ced of th

ese –– they
w

ou
ld be m

ore th
an

 o
ff

set by th
e divi-

sive eff
ect at h

om
e.” –– ibid

“It is m
y fi

rm
 belief th

at th
ere sh

ou
ld

be separation
 of chu

rch
 an

d state as w
e

u
n

derstan
d it in

 the U
n

ited
 States –– that

is, th
at both

 chu
rch

 an
d state sh

ou
ld be

free to operate, w
ith

ou
t in

terferen
ce

from
 each

 other in
 their respective areas

of ju
risdiction. W

e live in
 a liberal, dem

-
ocratic society w

h
ich

 em
braces w

ide
varieties of belief an

d disbelief. T
h

ere is
no dou

bt in
 m

y m
in

d th
at the plu

ralism
w

h
ich

 h
as develop

ed u
n

der ou
r C

on
sti-

tution, providin
g as it does a fram

ew
ork

w
ith

in
 w

h
ich

 diverse opin
ion

s can
 exist

side by side an
d by their in

teraction
 en-

rich
 th

e w
h

ole, is th
e m

ost ideal system
yet devised by m

an
. I can

n
ot con

ceive
of a set of circu

m
stan

ces w
h

ich
 w

ou
ld

lead m
e to a diff

eren
t con

clu
sion

.” ––
letter to G

len
n

 A
rcher, Febru

ary , 


“V
oters are m

ore than
 C

atholics, Prot-
estan

ts or Jew
s. T

hey m
ake u

p th
eir

m
in

ds for m
any diverse reason

s, good
an

d bad. To su
bm

it th
e can

didates to a
religiou

s test is u
n

fair enou
gh

 –– to apply
it to the voters is divisive, degrad

ing and

“I do not believe in
the divinity of C

hrist”
—

 W
illiam H

oward Taft

“the mind of A
merica

must be forever free”
—

 C
alvin C

oolidge

“society...embraces wide vari-
eties of belief and disbelief”

—
 John F. Kennedy

A
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